PROGRAMME:

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP):

Perspectives from the Mediterranean EU countries
25-27 October 2007, Rethimnon, (Crete)

25 October  2007
Venue:  Hall of  Hellenic Conservatoire  (Elliniko Odeio), Old Mosque, Address : M. Vernardou 1, Old Town of Rethymno. 
 19.00- 19.30:  Registration   

 19.30- 21:00: Οfficial Opening 
 19:30- 20:00: Welcome Addresses by Prof. Andreas Moschonas, Head of the Department of Sociology, University of Crete, Rethymon, Dr. Charalambos Tsardanidis, Director, Institute of International Economic Relations, Athens and  Alexandros Tsitsiamis, Special Secretary for the Development of International Programmes, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
20:00-20:45: Key Note speech: Stelios Stavridis, Head, Euro- Mediterranean and Middle East Studies Unit, Institute of International Economic Relations, Athens. The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP): Difficulties and Options.
26 October  2007
Venue:   University of Crete, Department of Sociology, D6 Conference Room.
Address: University Campus, Gallos, Rethymno.
  9:15 – 10:00: Registration   

10:00 –11:15: Session A:  The Mediterranean Region: From Conflict to Inter-regional cooperation?

1. Charalambos Tsardanidis, Director, Institute of International Economic Relations, Athens, Quo Vadis Euro- Mediterranean Partnership (EMP)?  

2. Ana Bojinović, Ph.D Candidate, Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Domestic and External States’ Foreign Policies Towards the Mediterranean Region; Disturbances in Social Construction of the Mediterranean Regionness. 

3. Paris Arnopoulos, Foundation of Mediterranean Studies and Emeritus Professor, Department of Political Science, Concordia University, Montreal, A Synoptic Diagnosis and a Framework of  Prognosis of the Region. 
11:15 –12:00: Session B: The EMP: Evaluating Twelve          

                       Years of Existence 

1. Valentina Donini, Ph.D, Researcher in Comparative Private Law, Rome, Scuola Superiore dell’Econmomia e delle Finanze, Rome, Euro-Mediterranean Partnership: Collapse of a Model. 

2. Astrid Boening, Ph.D. Candidate, Assistant Director of the European Union Center, University of Maimi, Coral Gables, Enhancing the Efficacy of the EMP Through Intensified Iterations in the Political, Economic and Socio-Cultural Harmonization Between the EU and its Southern- and Eastern Mediterranean Neighbors.
12:00 – 12:15: Coffee Break
12:15 – 13:00:  Session C:   EMP and Parliamentary and       

                         Transportation Diplomacy
1. Stelios Stavridis, Head, Euro- Mediterranean and Middle East Studies Unit, Institute of International Economic Relations, Athens - Roderick Pace, Professor, University of Malta, Valletta, Is There a Common Identity for Mediterranean EU Countries Within the EMPA (Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly)? Some Preliminary Findings.
2. Michael Charokopos, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, University of Athens, Athens, Creating a Common Euro-Mediterranean Aviation Area: A “Complex” Learning Process.
13:00–14:00: Session D:   The Security Dimension 

1. Michael Mantalas, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Mediterranean Studies, University of Aegean, Rhodes, The Issue of Security Within the Framework of the EMP. A Blatant Failure of Cooperation?
2. Maria Gianniou, Ph.D History of International Relations, University of Paris III Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris, The Policies of the Mediterranean EU Countries Towards the Israeli- Palestinian Conflict: Leaders or  Followers?
3. Ourania Begka, Political Scientist - Lucia Maria Russo, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Messina, Messina, Τhe Euro-Mediterranean Partnership as a Foreign Policy Tool. Assessing EU’s involvement towards the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
14:00–15:00: Lunch 

15:00–16:15: Session E: EMP : The South Dimension 

1. Asli Toksabay Esen,  Senior Researcher at the International Policy Research Institute, Turkish Economic Research Foundation  (TEPAV), Ankara and Mustafa Aydin, Professor, Department of International Relations, TOBB University of Economics and Technology, Ankara, EMP, ENP and the Mediterranean Union: A Turkish Perspective. 

2. .Didem Özgür, European Union Center, Istanbul Technical University, Istanbul, Euro Mediterranean Partnership and Turkey  in The Framework of MEDA.
3. Amikam Nachmani, Professor, Begin-Sadat (BESA) Center for Strategic Studies, Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan,  The Eastern Mediterranean, the Mediterranean: Greek, Turkish, Israeli Interactions and Images.  
4.  Hoda Ragheb Awad,  American University in Cairo, The Arab Euro-Mediterranean Partners.
16:15–16:30: Coffee Break
16:30–17:15: Session F:  Managing the Threat from the  
                       South 

1. Justin Gest, Ph.D. Candidate, London School of Economics and Political Science, London, La Bande A Part: Mapping the Perceptions of the Democratically Alienated.
2. Antonios Vlysidis, Ph.D, Bank of Greece, Athens and Department of Business Administration, Technological Education Foundation (TEI) Chalkida, Chalkida, Can Euro- Mediterranean Partnership Create a Safety Net Against the Increase of Terror in the Mediterranean Partner Countries?
27 October 2007 
Venue:   University of Crete, Department of Sociology,    

               D6 Conference Room.
Address: University Campus, Gallos, Rethymno
09:30 – 10:45:  Session A:  EMP and  Mediterranean EU states 
1. Dorothée Schmid, Institut Français des Relations Internationales (IFRI), Paris,  Is France Back in the Mediterranean ? 

2. Jordi Vaquer i Fanės, Ph.D,  Europe Programme Coordinator, CIDOB Foundation, Barcelona,   What is Left of Spain’s Global  Approach to the Maghreb?
3. Dimitris Xenakis, Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of Crete-Dimitris Chrysochoou, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Crete - Panayiotis Tsakonas, Assistance Professor, Department of Mediterranean Studies, University of Aegean, Rhodes, Greece and the Mediterranean. Shifting Foreign Policy Priorities.
4. Michael Chailis, Economic Officer, Ministry of Finance, Republic of Cyprus, Nicosia, Ph.D Candidate, Department of International Economic Relations and Development, Democritus University of Thrace, Komotini, Euro-Mediterranean Partnership: Determining a Decisive Role for Cyprus.
10:45 – 11:00: Coffee Break
11:00 – 12:15: Session B: Foreign Direct Investment and  

                        Trade 
1. Nadav Halevi, Emeritus Professor of Economics, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem - Ephraim Kleiman, Emeritus Professor of Economics, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Middle East Integration and the Barcelona Process.
2. Abdulhamid A. Yousef, Lecturer, University of El Fateh, Tripoli, Imported Intermediate Inputs and Economic Growth in Libya. 
3. Giannis Pragkidis, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of International Economic Relations and Development, Democritus University of Thrace, Komotini -Spyros Roukanas, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of International Economic Relations and Development, Democritus University of Thrace, Komotini  Does International Political Economy Position Act as a Catalyst for FDI? The Case of Turkey.
4. Angelos Dimopoulos, Ph.D. Candidate, European University Institute, Florence, Liberalization of Capital Movements and Foreign Investment in Euro- Mediterranean Agreements: An Alternative Approach to Sustainable Development? 
12:15 – 13:00: Session C:  Cultural Dialogue and the role of  
                         NGOs 

1. Maria Kousis, Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Crete, Rethymnon, Environment Protection in the EMP: The Role of NGOs from Mediterranean EU Member States.
2. Lucia Barbieri, Euro- Med Trainer on Inter-Cultural Dialogue and Human Rights, The Role of Young People in the Process of Inter-Cultural Dialogue: How Far is EMP Agreement from Concrete Implementation?
13:00 – 14:00: Lunch

14:00 – 15:45:  Session D: Migration and EMP 

1. Rossetos Fakiolas, Emeritus Professor of Economics, National   Technical University, Athens, Migration Challenges in the Mediterranean Region. 
2. Stefanie Steinbichler, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, University of Vienna, Vienna, The Barcelona Process. An Analysis of the Motivation and Functionality of the Euro- Mediterranean Partnership with a Special Consideration of Historical Aspects of Demography and Migration.
3. Gemma Pinyol, Coordinator of Migrations Programme, CIDOB Foundation, Barcelona, The External Dimension of the European Immigration Policy: a Spanish Perspective.
4. Emanuela Paoletti,  Ph.D. Candidate, Department of International Development,  St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford, Oxford,  Critical Analysis of Migration Policies in the  Mediterranean: The Case of Italy, Libya and the EU. 
5. Federico Carlos Baradello, Ph.D. Candidate, London School of Economics and Political Science, The EU’s Rio Grande? An Assessment of Spain / Morocco Immigration Coordination.
15:45 – 16:00 : Coffee Break
16:00 – 17.30: Session E: Round Table Discussion -  

                       Conclusions: The future of  EMP and  

                        alternatives  options   for EU  states 
1. Elias Plaskovitis, Associate Professor, Panteion University, Athens, Former General Secretary for European Affairs, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
2. Roderick Pace, Professor, University of Malta, Valletta,
3.  Tobias Schumacher, Director for Research and Information EuroMeSCo and  Institute for Strategic and International Studies, Lisbon.
4.  Joseph Joseph, Associate Professor, Department of Social and Political Sciences, University of Cyprus, Nicosia.
5. Dorothée Schmid, Institut Français des Relations Internationales (IFRI), Paris*
6.  Charalampos Tsardanidis , Director, Institute of International Economic Relations 
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